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Chauceb's fraknes 

In my recent paper, " The Historical Background of Chaucer's 
Knight" (Transactions of the Connecticut Academy of Arts and 
Sciences xx, 161-240), I ventured to suggest (p. 167) that the 
fraknes of K. T. 1311 might be a euphemism for pock-marks. A 
confirmation of this suggestion, tho from documents of a later 
period, may be observed in the citations of Pock-frecken, Pock- 
freckled, New Eng. Die. (under Pock) : " 1530 Palsgk. 256/1 Poke 
frekyns, picquetevre or picquottevre de uerolle. 1695 Lond. Gaz. 
No. 3134/4 Mary Scarlet, . . . thin visage, swarthy complexion, 
pock frecken. 1714 Ibid. No. 5223/4 A spare micldle-siz'd Man, 
Pockfreckled and Buddy Complexion." 

Albert S. Cook. 

Yale University. 



A Dialogue by Boileau 



I came recently on the following entry, under date of February, 
1684, and under the classification "Miscellanies," in the "Cata- 
logue of Books Printed and Published at London, in Hillary Term 
(1683/84)," contained in Arber's reprint of The Term Catalogues, 
(ii, 62) : " The Infernal Observator, or the Quickening Dead. In 
a dialogue written lately in French by Mr. Boileau, and now made 
English. Octavo. Sold by B. Tooke at the Ship in St. Paul's 
Churchyard; W. Davis in Amen Corner; and Mr. Beaulieu in 
Duke's Court, against St. Martin's Church." Whether this book 
is extant or not I do not know; I have not been able to trace it. 
But can anyone throw any light on the " dialogue written lately 
in French by Mr. Boileau " ? If " Mr. Boileau " is the author of 
the Art Poeiique, the dialogue may be one of three things, — a work 
that has not come clown to us, or the Fragment cl'un Dialogue cen- 
tre les Modernes qui font des vers latins, or the Dialogue des Morts 
(the name given to the pirated editions of the work known in its 
authoritative form as Les Heros de Roman). Boileau had com- 
posed both of these prior to 1674, but it does not appear that any- 
one except Brossette had any knowledge of the Fragment ; Boileau 
did not even write it down ; * besides, the title of the English trans- 
lation does not correspond with the subject-matter of the Fragment. 
As to the Dialogue des Morts, he composed it in 1664-65, and re- 
cited it to friends ; but, as far as I know, it has always been accep- 
ted by scholars that its first (unauthorized) appearance in print 
was in the second volume of the collection known as Le Retonr des 
Pieces Choisies, ou Bigarrures Curieuses, published at Emmerich 

1 See Gidel's ed. of Boileau, in, 235, note. 



